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Quesada reflected that all the salt he had hitherto
seen in use by the natives was poor granular
sea-salt. But the salt found by San Martin
was quite different: in loaves like sugar-loaves,
and very fine. It was clear that they had different
origins. If one came from the sea he argued that
the other came from a land beyond the mountains,
and he thought, from the form of the salt and its
evident commercial value, that it must be a rich
and important land. He therefore resolved to
ascend the mountains, following the ravine down
which the river flowed. The flotilla was to go
down the Magdalena with the sick, and bring back
reinforcements to fill the places of the numerous
unfortunate men who had succumbed in the forests.
One, Gallegos, was in command of the boats, and
received strict orders not to molest the natives,
but to take the sick down the river as quickly as
possible. Instead of this he made attacks on
villages near the banks, killing and plundering,
until at last the natives combined against him.
Three of the boats full of sick were sunk, and only
one escaped with Gallegos; badly wounded. This
is an instance of the difficulties surrounding an
able general with such men to deal with. The
moment his back is turned there is disaster caused